= a 
Duke University 


v 


. VOLUME 131 
OCT 13 1949 


NUMBER 42 
Durham, N.C, 





October I 7, I 949 


EMMETT BURNS McGUKIN 


Sermon on page five. 


Dr. McGukin (above), whose sermon appears in this issue, 

was recently elected moderator of the Synod of Appalachia. 

Churches he has served are shown here. Top: Lafayette, 

Norfolk, Va.; middle, Winchester, Va.; lower, First, Knox- 
ville, Tenn. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Leaders of Worship Are Given Reminder 





On Public Prayer 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Not being any longer able to preach, or 
conduct public worship, after more than 
fifty-five years in the ministry, I am still 
able to attend public services irregularly. 
I often notice the hesitancy and seemingly 
lack of preparation for public prayers on 
the part of many of our young ministers, 
They lack any 
system about it, and jump from one 
thought to another, making it difficult for 
anyone to follow them. I would like to 
offer the following suggestions, not as a 
criticism, but rather to help them to more 
blessing in public prayer. 

Much help will be found by often read- 
ing the prayers in the Bible and especially 
in the Psalms. I have found much help 
also in reading the great prayers of Mac- 
Duff, and Miller, and other preachers, 

If we remember that prayer consists of 
four main divisions it will help to make 
public prayer more inspiring. (1) PRAISE 
and Adoration: This humbles one and 
gives the spirit of worship; (2) THANKS- 
GIVING, for many blessings from God, 
which leads to reverence and hope; (3) 
CONFESSION and Repentance, which we 
so much need always; (4) PETITION: 
Nearly all public prayer, to which I listen, 
consists of petition only, often offered in 
a rather disconnected way and repeated 
again and again in almost the same words. 

By following the order suggested we 
rise on the wings of prayer to the very 
throne of God, to realize his love and 
power and glory. Thus the congregation 
is blessed and inspired for every other part 
of the worship. 


and some older ones too. 


JAMES E. GREEN. 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Something Good Should Result 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


In the September 
the title, “Lawyer, 


OUTLOOK, under 
litor and Pastor,” 
there was a very interesting article on 
the new work at the Tupelo (Miss.) 
church, I am writing to find out if one 
could obtain copies of this article. 

My idea is this: Sometimes in Bible 


12 
Kx 


classes, or in meetings of our Sunday 
school conferences, moments of enthusi- 
asm come, when someone, or a number of 
members say something like this: Surely 
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something good, something practical and 
concrete should result from meetings of 
this kind. In my own Bible class we are 
studying closely the Gospel of St. John, 
and I have heard individuals express just 
that thought. Our own Sunday school 
conference just now is studying the recent 
book, Lift Up Your Eyes. Last night, the 
first speaker expressed the hope that 
“something” should result from. these 
studies, and it should. 

Now if one had copies of this article to 
put into the, hands of members at the 
psychological moment, to point direction, 
to show what has and could eventuate 
from the interest and enthusiasm of one 
or more earnest Christians, great good 
might come to many Sunday schools and 
churches, ... 

H. WILSON BEATY. 

Miami, Fla. 


Austin College Issue 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I want to congratulate you on your 
Austin College edition. The cover is very 
attractive and the paper is very instruc- 
tive. You did a nice job. ... 

W. E. PRICE, Moderator. 

Charlotte, N. C. 


It was superb. 
J. GRAY McALLISTER. 
Richmond, Va. 


I just wanted you to know how much I 
enjoyed reading the special Austin Col- 
lege edition. ... The day I received it I 
sat right down and read it from cover to 
cover. You and your staff are to be con- 
gratulated for the fine service you ren- 
dered the church and Austin College in 
this effort. 

DUBOSE McLANE, Class of °47. 

Richmond, Va. 


the Austin College issue is most 
You are rightly entitled to 
be proud of the results of your efforts. 
BERNARD A. McILHANY. 
Christian Education Committee, 
Louisville, Ky. 


effective. 


I want to congratulate you on the excel- 
lence of the Austin College edition. All 
the comment here has been completely 
favorable. The by-line articles by the 
various individuals were splendid, adding 
much substance and weight to the general 
presentation. The cover was most at- 
tractive. Congratulations again on a won- 
derful job. 

Cc. S. BOYLES, IJr., 
Publicity Director. 
Austin College, Sherman. 


May I! take this opportunity to congratu- 


late you on a splendid job done on your 
Austin College issue. This issue certainly 
should assist Austin College greatly 
through the wide-spread distribution THE 
PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is giving 
same. 

As a member of the Board of Trustees, 
I particularly apreciate the honor paid 
Austin College by your very fine magazine. 

ROBERT L. WOOD. 
Midland, Texas. 


Others are saying it this way: 

Send us 300 copies.—Longview, Texas 
Bellaire, Houston, 75. 

Westminster, Lubbock, 112. 

Pecos, 60. Dallas, HP, 135. 
Pasadena, 100. Throckmorton, 60. 
Port Arthur, 141. Okla. City, St. 
Edna, 116. Andrews, 20. 
Clarendon, 75. Rusk, 50. 
Midland, 300. Tyler, 100. 
Hillsboro, 100. ete., ete., ete. 
Houston, Ist, 122. 


Favorite 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Your PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK is a 
splendid contribution in, the realm of Chris- 
tian endeavor. It is my favorite publica- 
tion. I thank you for the past year. 

ELIOT O. BUHL. 

Des Moines, Iowa. 


Deplorable Use 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

. I have been very sympathetic with 
your efforts to correct the deplorable use 
and misuse of “Reverend.” Your recent 
article (Aug. 22) was a very good one on 
the subject, and I would be happy to have 
about 100 reprints if they are available. 
My one additional comment is that I have 
often wondered if the whole situation 
might not be helped by simply avoiding 
the use of the capital letter whenever 
possible. For example, “The reverend 
John Smith” or “The rev. John Smith,” and 
so on. [I think this would help more and 
more to separate the adjective, reverend, 
from such proper titles as “Doctor-Dr.” 
and “Professor,” ete.... 

GABRIEL G. WILLIAMSON. 
Seward, Neb. 


30 Subscriptions for Teachers 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Fi please send us 30 copies of THE 
OUTLOOK each week beginning this 
month if possible. We wish to encourage 
our teachers to use Dr. Thompson’s ma- 
terial in their studies as well as benefit 
from the paper in general. This for a 
year’s subscription for this number. I 
hope we will need to order more later in 
the year.... 

ANNE PERRY, DRE 

Bream church, 

Charleston, W. Va. 








President. 
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Home for Aged Board 
Of N. C. Synod Gets 
Change of Members 


North Carolina Body Resolves 
Disagreement, Urges Building 


Opening in rather prosaic fashion, 
the Synod of North Carolina, meeting 
at Barium Springs, found some of its 
sessions dull, some confusing and some 
full of fireworks. 


The synod had been in process of re- 
vising its standing rules when the 
special committee on the reorganization 
of synod to conform to changes on the 
Assembly level made its report. Then 
confusion began to reign. Finally, the 
reorganization plan was put in the 
hands of a special committee which will 
report next year. With standing rules 
suspended, synod re-elected to all com- 
mittees those whose terms expired this 
year. 

Fireworks came when the trustees 
of the Home for the Aged reported. 
The board had disagreed over what type 
of home should be built and where it 
should be located. Synod resolved the 
difficulties, temporarily at least, by ac- 
cepting several resignations and by giv- 
ing the board an advisory committee 
composed of a minister and a lay mem- 
ber from each presbytery. It further 
suggested that the board proceed as 
soon as feasible to build one unit of the 
home in Guilford County. 


Protest Sunday Game 


Two overtures were presented synod 
protesting the playing of the Charlotte 
Clipper-College All-Star game on Sun- 
day. Synod directed that a letter be 
addressed to the business manager and 
coach of the Clippers (the latter in- 
cidentally a Presbyterian deacon), ask- 
ing that this game be played on some 
day other than Sunday. Then the synod 
by resolution thanked the Presbyterian 
young men for declining to play in 
the game as scheduled. 

Outlawing of the Ku Klux Klan in 
North Carolina was demanded by the 
synod. State law now makes it illegal 
for groups to wear masks or disguises, 
but does not specifically mention the 
Klan or any other body. The synod’s 
resolution, however, urged that the 
Klan be outlawed by name. In other 
actions the synod opposed federal aid 
to parochial schools, and urged minis- 
ters to promote the bringing of Dis- 
placed Persons into the state. 


WOMEN REFUSE SECOND CLASS 
MEMBERSHIP 


San Francisco. (RNS)——Three women 
elected to the House of Deputies of 
the 56th triennial General Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church de- 
clined the courtesy offered them by the 
House to be seated without voice or 
vote. 

At its opening session here, the House 
refused to seat the women, but later 
granted permission but without voice 
or vote. The three women are: Mrs. 
Edmund V. Cowdry, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Pittman, Omaha, 
Neb., and Miss Ruth Jenkins, Tacoma, 
Washington. 

A statement by the women, prepared 
by Mrs. Cowdry, was read in the House 
by Sidney E. Sweet of Missouri. It 
said: 

“We, the three women who were 
elected members of the House of 
Deputies, and who were refused seats 
at the opening session, thank the 
House for its permission to be seated 
without voice or vote, which was ac- 
corded us yesterday. 

“But we regretfully wish to inform 
the House that such action is irrelevant 
to the main issue. We were elected 
by our dioceses, not as women, but as 
lay deputies. We feel that the real 
issue has not been met by this conven- 
tion. 

“The question is not one of courtesy 
to women but whether or not women 
may represent in its councils the church 
they are proud to serve. We, therefore, 
decline the courtesy offered to us.” 





“We Have Lulled Our Consciences” 


The synod, having lost its moderator 
by death last fall, has been served by 
former Moderator Joseph B. Johnston, 
superintendent of its orphans’ home 
at Barium Springs. Mr. Johnston re- 
quested his pastor, Chas. H. Sides, to 
preach the opening sermon. His topic 
was, “A Respectable Religion.’’ ‘‘We 
are more careful of our respectability 
than the early Christians were of their 
lives,’’ said Mr. Sides. “By our re- 
spectability (used in the sense of being 
conventionally correct) we have lulled 
our consciences, we have compromised 
our Christ, and we have stifled our 
message.”’ 

New moderator was P. D. Patrick, 
Kings Mountain pastor and chairman 
of synod’s home missions committee. 

A unanimous action expressed appre- 
ciation of Joseph B. Johnston’s 27 
years of service at the orphanage. The 
synod heard with evident approval of 
the plan of the regents to give Mr. 
Johnston $200 per month for life and 
$100 per month to Mrs. Johnston if he 
should die first. 


Statesville. NEILL R. McGEACHY. 


S. C. Synod Sustains 
Admission Policy at 
Thornwell Orphanage 


Effort to Have Special 
Study Made Is Defeated 


The traditional provision at Thorn- 
well Orphanage barring the admission 
of children born out of wedlock was 
approved at its recent meeting by the 
Synod of South Carolina at Myrtle 
Beach, 

A considerable group of the synod’s 
members hoped for the appointment 
of a special committee to study the re- 
ports and findings of recent Assembly 
committees in the light of actions by 
the Thornwell board. The synod, how- 
ever, voted this down, believing that 
enough study had already been given 
to the subject. 

Some consciences are still troubled 
by this action, but the legal steps in- 
volved in caring for children born with- 
out a name and the necessary changes 
of orphanage policy have seemed to 
the board to offer insuperable barriers 
to making the facilities of the orphan- 
age available to these children. Real 
reason for the refusal to consider any 
change was evidently that given by 
President M. A. Macdonald, of the or- 
phanage in the closing sentence of his 
brief report: ‘‘The policies of the or- 
phanage must be right for they have 
paid unique dividends unlike any other 
for 75 years.” 

This question called forth the longest 
and most earnest debate of the synod’s 
meeting, but a high degree of reason- 
ableness and good spirit was main- 
tained throughout. 


Chicora Debt Paid 


A long-time debt to unsecured credi- 
tors of Chicora College has been met 
in full, thus easing the synod’s con- 
science. Though there was no legal 
responsibility in this matter, the synod 
assumed the task of meeting the $28,- 
000 obligation two years ago, and has 
now completed it. 

Charles Haddon Nabers, First church, 
Greenville, S. C., was elected moderator, 
and presided with firmness and under- 
standing. 

Wade H. Boggs, Louisvile, Ky., made 
a telling address on Christian educa- 
tion. ‘The perils of mass education in 
America are three,’ he said, “‘namely, 
the peril of superficiality, of specializa- 
tion, and of paganization. The church 
college deserves our full support for it 
is free from political pressure on the 








one hand and from educational tangents 
on the other. It is folly to try to hold 
on to our colleges with one hand and to 
hold them off with the The 
synod is having his published 


other.” 
address 
for wide distribution. 

The student work report showed that 
there were some 1,800 Presbyterian stu- 
dents in other than 
leges in South Carolina. About $10,000 
will be this program in the 
four largest centers: Columbia, Charles- 
ton, Rock Hill and Clemson. 
B. Hoover was 


Presbyterian col- 


spent on 


Thomas 
installed as synod's 


minister to students in the state capital 


and Jane Chamblee was introduced as 
the student worker for the city of 
Charleston. 

Capitalism, ‘True to the Bible” 


The 
mittee contained a statement 


report of the Stewardship Com- 
which the 
synod may later regret. In his 
as chairman of the committee, Edward 
G. Lilly read: ‘‘We believe that genuine 
Christian capitalism is the true Biblical 


report 


doctrine regarding possessions.” A 
motion to delete that 
feated 63-43. (Editorial, page 8.) 


Stewardship | statistics 


sentence was de- 


showed the 
synod ranked above the General Assem- 
bly in benevolences and total gifts, but 
current 

Presbytery led all 


dropping below in expenses. 
Piedmont presby- 
teries of the Assembly by giving $28.26 
to benevolences. In the new budget of 
synod an Equalization Fund is provided 
with the own 
its budget. 

approval 


in line Assembly's pro- 
vision for 

Unanimous given to 
this year’s report by the Christian Re- 


Committee, with Samuel 5S. 


was 


lations 


Wiley, chairman. This report was a 
forthright presentation of the present 
issues that create tension between 
Roman Catholics and Protestants. It 
dealt with the attitude of the Roman 
Church towards other faiths and to- 
wards the state, together with expres- 
sions of these attitudes in aggressive 
action today. Members of the synod 


use the substance of the 
report on Reformation Sunday (late in 
October), to read Paul Blanchard’s 
American Freedom and Catholic Power 
cooperate with other denomi- 
nations in witnessing for Protestant 
(and New Testament) truth. 


promised to 


and to 


Progress of Myrtle Beach Church 

The sermon of the retiring moderator, 
Fred J. Hay, was a fitting introduction 
to the spirit of all “We 
need more mysticism in our churches,’’ 


the sessions. 


“It is time for another Francis 
of Assisi or a Thomas a Kempis to arise 
and to 


he said. 


aware of 
the Presence of the living Christ.’’ Dur- 
ing the greater part of this service 
the sanctuary lighted by a few 
white candles, electric power being tem- 
porarily cut off. The Myrtle Beach 
church is built in beautiful colonial 
design. It cost approximately $75,000 
and wus finished late in 1948. Present 
300. In March, 1928, 
serving as pastor of 
church in Conway, be- 
gan to preach on two Sunday evenings 
a month in the Myrtle Beach Metho- 
dist church. Soon a congregation of 
Presbyterians was gathered and a tem- 
building erected. 
well-appointed church’ with 


among us make us 


was 


membership is 
Cc. D. Brearley, 
the Kingston 


porary Now a 


divided 


was 





“If ministers going to convert 
their congregations and those outside 
them to Christianity, they have got 
to start with themselves,” said Bishop 
Stephen C. Neill, associate general sec- 
retary of the World Council and assist- 
ant Bishop of Canterbury. 

Speaking before a meeting of nearly 


are 


500 churchmen sponsored by the Prot- 
estant Council of the city of New York. 
the bishop asserted, ‘“‘We must all re- 
discover the Christian gospel beneath 
the tradition and habit which so 
largely determine our church life to- 
day. Only as we ourselves rediscover 
this gospel can we bring it to our con- 
gregations, sharp and fresh, and chal- 
belief.” 

reminded his 


lenge their 
The 
that many ministers are trying to live 


bishop listeners 
conversion of 
“that 
and staler with each passing year. 


twenty years ago, 
fainter 


on u 
i conversion has grown 
“As we examine the beliefs of our 
congregations, we may find that many 
of them are at heart good humanists 
who see in Jesus Christ nothing more 


than a great leader of men. 





Says Ministers Need to Convert Selves 
World Council Leader Calls for Rediscovery of Gospel Challenge 


“Above all we 
sishop Neill. ‘‘We ministers have a 
bad habit of talking too much. But 
only as we listen to the ordinary men 
and women, as we attune our minds 
to their hopes, frustrations, doubts 
and fears, only then can we bring to 
them a gospel which will speak to their 
deepest loneliness and insecurity.” 


must listen,’’ said 


“So many of us today tread water 
in a troubled sea of detail. We lose 
hope of doing much more than keep- 
ing our nose above the tide, the budget 
balanced, and the roof free from leaks. 
But conversion is possible; deepening 


is possible; growth’ is_ possible. 
Through God’s help and mercy, our 
churches must serve as the instru- 
ments of that growth, confident that 
if we will it, something can happen 
nere, 


“Nothing can happen in the churches 
unless it has first happened in us,’’ con- 
cluded the Bishop. ‘‘People will not 
believe the gospel we 
can see its 


preach 
truth as 
in what we are.” 


unless 
they something 


manifest 








chancel provides for the worship of 
these people. The Communion table and 
a basket of flowers occupy the focal 
point within the chancel. The hunger 
of Presbyterians for beauty in the sanc- 
tuary was shown by the manifest pleas- 
ure with which elders and ministers 
alike participated in the services at 
Myrtle Beach and by the many expres- 
sions of appreciation of the work done 
there by Mr. Brearley. One enthusias- 
tic member of synod moved that $1,000 
be given the Myrtle Beach church. In- 
stead a motion was adopted ‘“‘commend- 
ing the church to the liberality of our 
people.” DWIGHT M. CHALMERS. 
Greenville. 


Kyodan Reports Membership of 
129,102; Contributions, $138,281 


(RNS)——The United Church 
(Kyodan) has 129,- 
members, according to its official 

Book for 1949, which has just 
been published here. 

A ‘breakdown shows 121,844 com- 
municant members, of whom 51,784 are 
men and 70,600 women; and 7,258 non- 
communicant members, 3,511 
are men and 3,747 women. 

During the twelve-month period up 
to August 10, a total of 10,831 adult 
and 681 children’s baptisms was re- 
ported, or 11,512 in all. The adults 
comprised 4,415 men and 6,426 women. 

There were 1,523 Sunday schools, 
with 7,625 teachers, in operation at the 
beginning of August. The schools had 
an enrollment of 141,921 pupils and an 
average weekly attendance of 100,921. 

Total church contributions for the 
year amounted to 49,789,239 yen, or 
about $138,281. 

The Kyodan 
present, about 
supporting. 


Tokyo 
of Christ in Japan 
102 


Year 


of whom 


has 1,325 churches at 
708 of which are self- 
Seventy-nine new churches 
were opened since the end of the war, 
but 97 churches left the Kyodan in the 
same period, making a new loss of 18 
churches. 


Board of Annuities and Relief 
Elects Boggs Executive Secretary 

Effective October 1 the Assembly’s 
Board of Annuities and Relief began its 
work under the reorganization voted 
last May. The educational work for- 
merly conducted by the Executive Com- 
mittee of Christian Education and Minis- 
terial Relief has been transferred to the 
Board of Education in Richmond, Va., 
though it is understood that the Louis- 
ville office will continue with certain 
parts of this work until the transition 
is completed. 

Wade H. executive secretary 
of the old committee, occupies the same 
place under the Board of Annui- 
ties and Relief, having been elected by 
the board. Formerly such officials were 
named directly by the General Assem- 
bly. 

Charles B. Castner, Louisville, is the 
board’s chairman, and W. C. B. Shaaber, 
also of Louisville, is vice-chairman. 


Boggs, 


new 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 





The 


“J have learned, in whatsover state 
I am, therewith to be _ content.”— 
Philippians 4:11. 


ET US FACE the one fact. It is 
more than likely that most of us 
are destined to fill the seemingly 

unimportant place we now fill for many 
years tocome. We will live in the same 
house, hold the same job and, if fortu- 
nate, the same salary. Our friends will 
be the same; our social contacts will 
change but little. For a long time we 
have been dreaming about new ex- 
periences, new faces and new successes. 
These dreams, more than likely, will 
never come true. We must confess, if 
we are realistic, that we are condemned 
to live this life of mediocrity without 
any hope of change. 

This is a sad situation. It is the 
source of much discontent. We fret 
and worry and have our moods and our 
tantrums in a desire to get away from 
the sameness and pressure of it all. We 
are in revolt against the status quo. 
The tragedy lies in the fact that it is 
possible for us to spend the better part 
of our lives in open revolt and continual 
strife until one day we realize the 
futility of it all. We are confident that 
if we had our days to live over again 
we would learn to live with the situ- 
ation in which our lot is cast. 


A Contented Prisoner 


How are we to find the secret of con- 
tentment? There is no better place 
to look for the answer than in our own 
faith where our Lord gives us a light 
to find the way. In this letter to the 
Philippians the Apostle Paul said, “I 
have learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content.’’ His words 
are significant because he is a prisoner 
of the Roman Emperor. It had been 
the ambition of the life of the Apostle 
to preach the gospel in Rome. This 
great missionary, who had given his best 
to the establishment of churches all 
over the Roman Empire, looked with 
longing eyes at Rome, the nerve cen- 
ter of the political and military power 
of his day. But he was a prisoner in 
Rome, with the Roman soldier ever near 
to check him and his conversation with 
friends who came and went. 

But, he had learned to live under 
such conditions, for he says, ‘I know 
how to be abased and I know how to 
abound; everywhere and in all things, 
I am instructed both to be full and to 
be hungry, both to abound and to suffer 
need.”’ ‘I have learned in whatsoever 
State I am, therewith to be content.”’ 
Before this lesson of contentment can 
be learned there are other lessons that 
must be learned. 


The Lesson of Inner Resources 
Christ Jesus had given to the Apostle 


OCTOBER 17, 1949 


Secret of Contentment 


By EMMETT B. McGUKIN 
* 


Paul the inner resources that had made 
him independent of outward circum- 
stances or conditions. The scientists tell 
us of plants that grow and live in some 
lands where rainfall is scarce. Nature 
has so provided for them that during 
the rainy season they automatically 
store food and moisture. When the 
season of famine comes when the desert 
is dry and hot and food is so scarce 
that no living being and few plants 
ean live, they are able to live and grow. 
These plants find within themselves re- 
sources enough to sustain life inde- 
pendent of any outward circumstance 
or condition. Herein is the secret for 
human life in a spiritual desert. Christ 
had given to the Apostle inner resources 
enough to enable him to gather spiritual 
food to meet the task of the day. More 
than once he spoke of the indwelling 
Spfrit of God. The Spirit spoke to him 
and served as his source of great 
strength. This same indwelling Spirit 
is ours today. Christ comes to dwell 
within us by the Spirit so that we can 
no longer say we are alone or without 
help. We have as a great source of 
strength the power of the Spirit in our 
lives, 

But let me pause here for a moment 
to speak a needed word of explanation 
about this Spirit who dwells within us. 
So often we think of him as a power 
to use. To us it is often looked upon 
as an instrument to be taken hold of 
and used by us in the various needs of 
life. It is considered just another tool 
with which to do the work of the world. 
The Spirit of God is a Person, and we 
are instruments in his hands to be used 
of him and all we need to do is to sur- 
render and let him lay hold on us and 
use us. Once we have done this, we 
understand the meaning and the secret 
of hidden resources to be drawn upon 
and used. Furthermore, this surrender 
will bring contentment. 


Complete Adjustment to One’s 
Environment 


You will remember that the Apostle 
speaks of an experience of his in one 
of his letters. He says that he had 


been given a thorn in the flesh, a mes- 
senger from Satan to buffet him. We 
do not know what the thorn was, but 
we do know that whatever it was it gave 
him so much trouble that he determined 
to remove it if possible. He made it a 
matter of prayer and the thorn was 
not removed. And he prayed again and 
again and God’s answer came to him in 
this memorable statement: ‘My grace 
is sufficient for thee.” Accepting that 
statement he was able to accept the 
impediment of the thorn in his flesh 
and live with it and become successful 
in the work God had appointed. This 
is a law that operates in nature. 

A specialist in agriculture told me 
one day of the battle that was waged in 
an effort to combat the diseases that 
were destroying the wheat crops of the 
world. There seemed no answer. There 
was nothing that would kill the disease, 
so the experts decided to try to de- 
velop a wheat that was able to live in 
spite of the disease and they were suc- 
cessful. One of the great dangers to 
our wheat crop in this country and 
abroad was overcome because these 
scientists literally condition wheat to 
live in its environment without being 
damaged. And this seems to me to be 
the answer to our present dilemma as 
we try to make the proper adjustment 
to the environment in which we live. 

What is there in your life today that 
brings defeat and disappointment and 
discontent? Is it a continuing illness? 
Is it an unhappy relationship in the 
business world? Is it a hostile social 
atmosphere? Is it the constant mis- 
understanding of loved ones? These 
things can cause a discontented heart. 
Whatever it is, you ought to remember 
that God’s grace, God’s favor and God’s 
love are sufficient for every need. Here 
is a prayer that we should learn to 
pray: ‘Lord, grant me grace to accept 
the things I cannot change, the courage 
to change the things that can be 
changed, and the wisdom to discern the 
difference.”’ 


Depth of Vision 


I use the term, “depth of vision,’’ 
because there is a difference in being 
able to see things that are everywhere 
around us and being able to see the 
things that are at a great distance from 
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us. Many times we think that we have 
spiritual vision if we are able to view 
the present scene in the light of the 
teachings of God’s word. Such vision 
is necessary and sometimes easy for 
most of us who are working Chris- 
tians. But the ability to see the dis- 
tant scene is not quite so easy. This 
is what the Apostle meant when he said, 
“Il reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be re- 
vealed in us.’’ And again: “I press 
toward the mark for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”’ 
“Rejoice in the hope of the glory of 
God.” ‘Looking for that blessed hope.”’ 
He thinks in terms of lifting one’s eyes 
to the distant scene and beholding what 
God has prepared for those who love 
and follow him. 

My friends, I know nothing that is 
needed today in the life of a Christian 
more than this far away look. You are 
not doomed to live and die and go 
back to dust. Death is not the end. 
This life is but a ‘“‘dressing room’ for 


the next. You are immortal. Long after 
the beauty and quiet of the sanctuary 
in which you worship is gone; long 
after your name is a memory, you will 
be living and working out the purpose 
of God for you. And that purpose is 
good and worthwhile. 

In Christ God has planned the con- 
summation of all things with Christ 
as our King and Lord. His rule will 
be a joy and a blessing. The time has 
come for us to be ‘‘other-worldly’’ in 
our thinking and praying. I know of 
no doctrine that will help you evaluate 
the present more than the doctrine of a 
certain future in his Presence. No doc- 
trine will help bring contentment more 
auickly and more effectively. 


Lessons Must Be Learned 


“T have learned in whatsoever state 
I am, therewith to be content.’’ The 
text says, “I have learned.” It means 
just that. God has made available for 
us the presence and power of his Spirit 
and the guiding idealism of a Savior. 


He has put at our disposal the means 
for reaching the desired ends in life, 
But he has not thrust them upon us, 
He does not force us to do these things 
that we ought to do. In other words, 
true contentment is not compulsory in 
the Christian life; it is not a necessity. 
It is rather a thing to be devoutly 
wished for and sought after. It is to be 
achieved by the exercise of all the means 
at our disposal. It is an achievement 
that is learned through the many les- 
sons that have been outlined, and re- 
quires the exercise of our spiritual 
faculties. 

There are many people who talk about 
contentment in life who do not want 
contentment, and who are not willing 
to pay the price. To those who are 
anxious and willing to search for the an- 
swer, it is written here in this text for 
all to read. The lessons of inner re- 
sources, complete adjustment, depth of 
vision thoroughly studied and learned 
bring to us the secret of this text, “I 
havé learned in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content.’ 


Positive Aspects of This Truth Need Emphasis 


LITTLE OVER five years ago an 
A article which presented some of 

the more difficult doctrines of 
Presbyterianism as a sort of handicap 
to progress, if not definitely archaic, 
published in this paper. As an 
illustration, the writer pictured a pas- 
tor sending out a group of visitation 
evangelism workers, and briefing them 
on the doctrine of election before they 
started. 

The problem presented by the doctrine 
of election and its companion, predesti- 
nation, is especially trying to men of 
distinctly evangelistic ministries; but I 
believe that under scrutiny the 
doctrine of election yields definite evan- 
gelistic values, if it is not, indeed, the 
basis for all evangelistic endeavor. 

The problem for the’ evangelist 
arises only from consideration of the 
negative implications of the doctrine. 
Paul recognized the difficulty, and dis- 
cussed it briefly in the ninth chapter of 
Romans; but gave no solution. He 
merely suggests a hypothetical situation 
to illustrate the helplessness of a per- 
son elected to be left out. He does not 
say that anyone is left out. We can- 
not go any further than Paul went. It 
is interesting to note, however, that his 
vuotation concerning Esau and Jacob is 
from Malachi, not from Genesis. The 
selection of the leader of the two was 
before their birth. The declaration of 
love for one and hate for the other was 
made after centuries of drab history by 
the unpromising Esau and his progeny. 
Statements in Deuteronomy 2:5 and 
Joshua 24:4 imply that God loved Esau. 
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see Positive Side 


Looking at the positive side of the 


doctrine, with which side alone we are 
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concerned, the first arresting thought 
is that salvation is from God, and is 
not man’s own device. That is a start- 
ling thought to a self-complacent man 
in a self-complacent generation that 
does not seem to think that God even 
has a vote, to say nothing of carrying 
the whole election. No man is ready 
for the gospel invitation until he is con- 
victed of his sins and their conse- 
quences; nor is he ready then, until he 
comes to believe that he cannot get 
himself out of that distressing situ- 
ation. 

If at this stage he grasps the idea 
that his salvation is by God’s election, 
he will be intensely concerned to find 
the assurance that he is among the 
elect. The uneasy stirrings of his soul 
will not be quieted with anything less. 
Here is the evangelist’s opportunity to 
press home the story of God’s love, the 
sacrifice of Christ, the breadth of the 
invitation, and the assurance that none 
who comes to Christ will be cast out. 
There is nothing in the positive teach- 
ing of election to contradict any of God’s 
promises or invitations or the witness of 
the Holy Spirit with the spirit of the be- 
liever that he is a child of God. 

There is no more happy note in evan- 
gelism anywhere than the fact that God 
took the initiative in the process of sal- 
vation. I might miss him in my blind 
search, but he will not miss me! He 
has called me. He will find me. 


Does Not Depend on Man 


And just as comforting is the 
thought that, the plan being God’s, its 
success doesn’t depend on man’s right- 
eousness, wisdom, strength, or endur- 
ance. It is not just a matter of the 


perseverance of the saints; it is the 
perseverance of God. Here is the com- 
fort of the enduring certainty of sal- 
vation. 

As to visitation evangelism, no one 
would think it strange to say to a group, 
“Here in our community, by the law 
of averages, there are most certainly 
some prospects for membership in our 
church.”” In what important way does 
that differ from saying to the group of 
workers, ‘“‘Here in our community, by 
reasonable judgment, there are some 
of God’s elect children, waiting to be 
led to fellowship in his church. He has 
elected you to go and look for them.” 
Would that be discouraging to people 
seeking the lost? Is that not rather an 
evangelistic stimulus? And does it not 
suggest a close fellowship with God in 
his work? 


Truths Are Related 


I am persuaded that one difficulty 
in understanding and accepting some 
of the doctrines of the Church is that 
the attempt is made to consider each 
doctrine apart as a _ distinct entity. 
When we do that, it often requires not 
only careful reasoning to establish the 
doctrine, but just as careful reasoning 
to keep it from leading into absurdity. 
When we consider each articulated doc- 
trine, not as complete in itself, but only 
as a facet of God’s incomprehensible 
and marvelous grace, then it loses its 
obscurity and its apparent contradiction 
in the hidden fusion with the other 
aspects or facets of that grace at its 
heart. It is unsearchable and past find- 
ing out; but it has an outside and visi- 
ble face that can be known. At the 
heart of the whole, and pervading the 
whole is God’s love. 


That some of the doctrines, or aspects 
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LOOK 





of the doctrine, of salvation logically 
precede others is commonly held. To 
put it differently, if we must look first 
at some of the facets of God’s grace 
pefore looking at others, in order to 
have a rational conception of its struc- 


Churchwomen 


Leaders Agree to Work to 


Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—A sweeping pro- 
gram aimed at achieving civil rights 
for Negroes was adopted here by 150 
key women churchworkers from 12 
Southern states. 

The program calls for a canvass of 
the 12 states to obtain ‘“‘thousands of 
signatures” to pledges expressing ‘‘con- 
cern” that constitutional freedoms are 
not shared by all persons in the South, 
and that as a matter of religious con- 
viction there must be “fulfillment of 
equal justice under law.” 


Seek Voting Privileges 


Adopted at a conference sponsored 
by the Southern Regional Council, the 
program also calls on white church wo- 
men in the South to accompany their 
Negro employees to the polls and regis- 
tration boards to safeguard the Negro 
voting privilege. 

It further asks that Southern church- 
women support “liberal pastors,’’ to 
consider it their ‘Christian duty” to 
give time-off to domestic employees to 
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ture and its working, then, concerning 
God’s will for men, the first aspect that 
we should view is his election of sin- 
ners to salvation. Without the doc- 
trine of election we could have no doc- 
trine of evangelism. 


Push Program 


Achieve Civil Rights for All 


exercise their right to vote, and to work 
to defeat ‘‘political schemes” used to 
deny civil rights guarantees. 

Mrs. M. E. Tilly, field secretary of the 
council and a member of President Tru- 
man’s Commission of Civil Rights, told 
the delegates, who represented all faiths 
and denominations, that she hoped they 
would obtain signatures to the pledges 
“hecause we want every Southern 
churchwoman to go to bat for our Chris- 
tian values and democratic beliefs.” 


Will Locate Workers 

“When we get those signatures,” she 
said, ‘‘we will make up maps and charts 
so that we will know in every county 
in the South where there is a woman 
who will work for democracy.and know 
how to strike back at its enemies.” 

The delegates agreed, in formulating 
the program, that the churchwomen 
must visit law courts, examine public 
records, study police department func- 
tions, and take complaints of civil 
rights violations to local and Federal 
judges and to grand juries. 


Christopher Columbus 


Fittingly released on October 12th 
(Columbus Day) this beautiful produc- 
tion is one film biography which was 
conceived and executed with respect to- 
ward factual authenticity. For this we 
are indebted to the J. Arthur Rank or- 
ganization, and hope that the releasing 
agents (Universal-International) will 
give the picture the widest distribution. 

Here we meet Columbus upon his ar- 
rival in Spain in 1484, after his disap- 
pointment at the hands of King John II 
of Portugal. The reign of Ferdinand 
and Isabella was one of great expansion 
and grandeur for Spain, but it was also 
noted for its wars and for its intrigues 
at home and abroad. Ambitious court- 
iers, conniving churchmen and self-in- 
terested traders had their stakes in 
whatever plans were considered for the 
state. Thus we find Columbus waiting 
for years upon the whims of the Coun- 
cil of State until, finally, his patience is 
rewarded and he sets out toward the 
West to find a way to the East. All 
events depicted are a matter of history: 
the difficulties in crossing the Atlantic, 
fear of the unknown by a mutinous 


*Chosen by the Protestant Motion 
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crew and the exhilaration at the sight 
of new land. 


From then on, only the high points 
of Columbus’ career can be noted. But 
the main stream of his gallant career 
has been kept running true until we 
see him once more the victim of man’s 
ingratitude and jealousy, going into 
relative oblivion. 


The portrayal entrusted to Fredric 
March magnificently brings out the 
character of Columbus as a man ob- 
sessed with a vision of undiscovered 
lands to the West. His impatience is 
prompted by the obstacles he meets be- 
cause of selfish vested interests and the 
appalling ignorance of the times. 


Florence Eldridge is excellent as 
Queen Isabella, sympathetic, interested, 
grateful and yet jealous of her authority 
and clever in holding on to her power. 

Beside the historical importance at- 
tending the discovery of the New World, 
the powerful lesson to be derived from 
this story is the significance of an en- 
visioned life—and also the added warn- 
ing that the progressive soul is sure to 
be hindered, if not also persecuted, by 
selfish reactionaries. FOR: Adults, 
Young People, Cnildren, 
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Liston of King 


Among the college presidents of our 
church-affiliated schools and colleges 
there is no one who has a better back- 
ground, we would dare say, education- 
ally and by temperment, heredity, and 
native gifts, than Robert Todd Lapsley 
Liston, the president of King College of 
Bristol, Tenn. A graduate of Davidson 
College, Union Theological Seminary of 
Virginia, and with a Ph. D. from the 
University of Edinburgh, he received an 
academic and_ theological education 
solid and substantial. 

His experience as a pastor, a home 
mission superintendent, a seminary and 
college professor, were splendid prepara- 
tion and background for the presidency 
of a church-controlled college. His 
thought-provoking study of the support 
given their colleges by the _ several 
major denominations of the South, and 
the placing of these findings at the dis- 
posal of the leaders and members of his 
own communion, has done much to 
awaken Presbyterians to the fact that 
we cannot continue to ‘ride along’ on 
our reputation as a church that lays 
great stress upon education, inade- 
quately supporting our schools and col- 
leges, while others are giving millions 
to similar institutions of their denomi- 
nations. 

Personally, however, it is the graci- 
ousness and the fine, scholarly reserve 
of this distinguished educator that 
warms my heart at every remembrance 
of him. Coming to the presidency of 
King from Davis and Elkins College but 
a few years ago, Dr. Liston has done 
much with little to help King College 
build the Kingdom. 

One cannot write in a column such as 
this of this man without mentioning his 
saintly father, who was honorably re- 
tired as a minister of the church a 
decade ago. From 1893 until his 
death last year at 95, Robert Todd 
Liston, the father, was a minister in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. Up 
until 1893, his ministry was divided 
between the Northern Presbyterian 
church and the Congregational church. 
A native Hoosier, Robert Todd Liston 
attended Wabash College in Ohio, 
Princeton University, and Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, New York. He was 
licensed by New York Presbytery but 
ordained by the Long Island Associa- 
tion of the Congregational Church. His 
pastorates spread from New York to 
Arizona before he came to Decatur, Ala., 
ever after to remain within the bounds 
of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
The Presbyterian Church, US, is greatly 
indebted to the two Robert Todd Listons 
both for their long ministry and rich 
service of over forty years in our South- 
land, and for the gift of their brilliant, 
and richly-endowed children. 
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EDITORIAL 


Is This the Church’s System? 


No doubt 
raised eyebrows at the report from the 
recent meeting of the Synod of South 





there will be a number of 


Carolina which we carry on pages 
three and four. This concern will be 
manifest in relation to the statement 


of that synod, challenged and then ap- 
proved by a vote of 63-43, saying: ‘‘We 

that genuine Christian capi- 
is the true Biblical doctrine re- 


believe 
talism 
garding 

Maybe it is the true Biblical doctrine 
regarding We need not 
argue that at this point. The signifi- 
cant thing is that one of’ our most con- 
servative synods, which might be ex- 
pected to challenge the pronouncement 
ef a church body on such economic or 
social problems, has taken a flat-footed 
stand on a particular economic theory 
and said, ‘We believe this is the one 
and only Christian form of economics.” 
We are not arguing here whether it is 
or not; we are pointing out the high 
significance of a church court standing 
up and solemnly pronouncing that our 
present and prevailing system under 
which our economic order seeks to oper- 
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possessions.” 


possessions. 


ate is the one which the church and 
her people must support. 

That would seem to bear at least 
some faint resemblance to a certain de- 
liverance of about 90 years ago which 
called for the church to take its stand 
on the side of the national order of 
which it was a part and to vow its 
allegiance to the federal government 
under which it operated. As we re- 
call the facts in the case, South Caro- 
lina Presbyterians at that time did not 
like the idea. Not so much that they 
were opposed to supporting the govern- 
ment; they just thought a church court 
had no business making a deliverance 
on such a subject. 


Towards the 50,000 


Throughout October, if it is like 
earlier years, leaders in congregations 
will continue their emphasis upon the 
importance of subscribing to and read- 
ing a church paper. All across the 
church various synods are approving 
and encouraging the fine goal set by 
the Assembly’s Men’s Council: 50,000 
new subscribers this year. 

The practical results of this effort, 
as is obvious, will be attained in our 
congregations. So, a number of men’s 
groups, with the women giving full 
support, are setting up goals of 10 to 
15% of their church membership and 
seeking to secure that many NEW sub- 
scribers. 

We still like to underscore the motto 
of this effort: ‘‘A Project to Undergird 
All Other Projects,’’ because we think 
it is veritably that. To increase our 
number of informed church members 
by that number would give us a for- 
ward movement which no man could 
measure. 

What interested men and women do 
in their own churches is going to de- 
termine how much of this challenging 
goal we reach. 


GUEST EDITORS 


The Majestic Plural; 
The Editorial We 


Lately many of our preachers are fall- 
ing back into an outmoded practice of 
using the plural pronouns when refer- 
ing to themselves. One preacher is in 
the pulpit and, speaking for himself and 
no one else, says, ‘‘WE thank the com- 
mittee for OUR place on the program. 
WE count OURSELF happy to be pres- 
ent on this occasion.”’ 

This is an affectation altogether un- 
necessary and_ inappropriate. Such 
usage can add nothing in the way of 
dignity or importance as attaching to 
the speaker, and if he happens to be a 
“small potato,”’ as so many of us are, it 





detracts. 

God could say with dignity and pro 
priety, ‘‘Let US make man,’’ because we 
recognize three persons in the Godhead. 
But with us poor little preachers, no 
such usage is becoming. We should con- 
fine ourselves to the singular, personal 


pronouns, as any other ordinary person 
might do. —KEditorial in The 
Banner-Herald of the Primitive Baptist 
Church, and exactly right. 


The Reorganization 





11. OFFICE OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 

The last Assembly decided that the 
mass of detailed work already performed 
with high efficiency through the office 
of the Stated Clerk should be enlarged 
and an adequate staff provided. There- 
fore, some of the most far-reaching 
actions which were taken in the re- 
organization affected this office. 

In the first place, the location was 
changed to be nearer the center of the 
churech—from Dallas to Atlanta, Ga. 
There, it is anticipated, its service will 
be more effectively related to other 
agencies of the church. 

Again, the office will administer the 
so-called General Fund, which will be 
one of the five benevolence funds of the 
Assembly. From this General Fund will 
go the church’s gifts to: the Mountain 
Retreat Association, the Historical 
Foundation, the Assembly’s Training 
School, and Stillman College. 

The fact that this office will adminis- 
ter these funds does not mean that 
these agencies are responsible to it. 
They will continue to be responsible 
directly to the Assembly. They will 
submit their annual reports to the As- 
sembly and their benevolence budget 
askings to the budget committee of the 
General Council. It is felt that the ad- 
ministration of these relatively small 
funds from the larger General Fund 
will eliminate much unnecessary work 
and confusion. 

For a good many years the Assembly 
has had its own trustees forming the 
Presbyterian Foundation. This cor- 
poration has received gifts which it has 
administered for the purposes desig- 
nated by the givers. The Assembly has 
now come to feel that this agency can 
be more closely tied in with a larger 
work and can render a greater service. 
Therefore, it has ordered that its work 
become a part of the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

In this new relationship it is expected 
that the actual handling of capital funds 
left to the church will be discharged 
by the Permanent Committee on the 
Office of the General Assembly; it is 
also instructed ‘‘to formulate the most 
feasible plan for (1) the most economi- 
cal handling of these funds, commen- 
surate with the due safeguard of the 
trusts involved, and (2) the pursuit of 
a statesmanlike program to increase the 
assets and usefulness of this agency.” 

The permanent committee (now com- 
posed of five; eighteen will be appointed 
next year) will be the counselor of the 
Stated Clerk in his work; it will have its 
Finance Division; and it will operate 
a Warehouse and Shipping Division for 
the several agencies of the Assembly, 
about which more will be told here next 
week. 
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SECRET HURT 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“The heart knoweth its own bitter- 
ness.”"—Prov. 14:10. 


NRUH . . It was only a name to 

Mr. Unruh’s neighbors. They did 

not realize the name was sym- 
polic: Unrest; Disquiet is the English 
for it. Nobody knew that Mr. Unruh 
had a secret hurt in his heart till he 
went mad, the other day, and killed 
more than a dozen people in a few 
minutes. His only excuse for himself 
was the simple one: ‘They talked about 
me.” Maybe some of them did; most 
of those he killed did not. But the 
point is, he thought they did. He had 
a sore heart and he went around 
nursing that sore till he went mad. 


He was an extreme case, but his 
trouble is a common one. Persons with 
some secret hurt may look just like 
other people. Sometimes they are quiet 
Bible readers like Mr. Unruh. Some- 
times they are noisy and gay. But down 
under the quiet or the noise there is a 
secret hurt. It may be trivial or serious, 
real or imaginary. It may be a thwarted 
ambition; it may be some inferiority 
complex dating from something of no 
more consequence than not being in- 
vited to a high school party. It may 
be having lesser men promoted over 
one’s head. It may be the feeling in a 
young person’s heart that he will never 
amount to anything! it may be the 
worse feeling in an older person’s heart 
that he never has amounted to anything. 
It may be unpopularity, or it may be 
that in spite of popularity the one per- 
son whose goodwill is desired above 
all, has turned away. Whatever it is, 
it hurts. 


And it hurts worse because it is 
secret. The heart knoweth its own bit- 
terness. Somehow, one knows that if 
one were to tell the whole tale, no one 
else would feel it in the same way. 
People would advise one to laugh 
it off; they might—O unbearable 
thought!—-even laugh at it. 

‘ 

F YOU have a secret hurt of your 

own no one is likely to prescribe 

for it, since if it really is secret you 
will not share it. But these lines may 
reach the eye of someone who has such 
a hurt down in his heart, or in hers. 
Let the patient make a note or two of 
his ailment. For he is a patient. A 
secret hurt is a real disease. It may 
be “only in the mind,’’ but it affects 
the glandular secretions, the blood- 
stream, it may even change the per- 
sonality more than a spectacular disease 
like polio. 


Either a secret hurt can be cured or 
not. If it can, it will have to come 
out of the dark and be secret no more. 
Has someone hurt you? Has someone 
been talking about you? Is there some- 
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one who will not forgive you, or whom 
you will not forgive? Have it out. Mis- 
understandings and bitterness, if they 
are two-sided affairs as they often are, 
cannot be settled on one side only. Go 
to the other person, be frank; be hum- 
ble, too. You may not be able to cure 
your hurt, but if it is at all curable 
it cannot be done otherwise. 


AYBE the secret hurt can never 
be cured. You may have to 
earry it to this life’s end. Cir- 

cumstances may prevent your having 
it out with anyone else. It may be of 
such a nature that you cannot possibly 
discuss it or even indicate it without 
making it worse. Perhaps .. . but 
if it is your case, you do not need to be 
told why your own secret hurt cannot 
be cured. 


Then remember: Do not dwell on it, 
whatever you do. It grows in the dark, 
it grows under brooding. Cherished 
and fed secretly, it may be the prelude 
to madness. Indeed it may be mad- 
ness, as in the case of the killer in 
Camden. Do not let it stop the flow 
of your life. Let life flow around it, 
as a river around a rock in its path. 
What grew to the killing-point in Unruh 
was a hurt grown so large inside him 
that no room was left for anything else. 
When that happens, sanity has fied. 
Cultivate a thicker skin. Brush up 
your sense of humor. (Incidentally, 
persons with a good sense of humor 
are less likely to suffer from secret 
hurts than your serious and solemn 
folk.) Give more of your thought to 
others, less to yourself. Sometimes the 
best cure is a change of scene, even a 
permanent one. Get clear away from 
what hurt you. Throw yourself into 
your work. Get so much interested in 
things and persons outside you that you 
will have less leisure to burrow into 
what is inside you. 


ND BEAR IN MIND that if others 
have caused you a sore heart, you 
yourself may have done the same 

to others. Maybe someone did talk 
about you, but it was in fun; the words 
were forgotten as soon as said. Yet you 
go nursing that secret hurt for years. 
You, too, may have thrown a flying word 
into someone else’s heart, to rankle and 
fester there long after you had forgotten 
it. 











And if you are a Christian, you have 
one more thing to remember, more im- 
portant than all. ‘‘Surely He hath borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows.’ We 
say glibly enough that Christ bore our 
sins. Can we not believe it? And be- 
lieving it, why can we not go on to 
believe that he carries our griefs as 
well? There is no real hurt to any of 
us that he does not feel. For a true 
Christian there can be no long-staying 
secret hurt, for all things are shared 
with him, and in the sharing even the 
bitterness turns sweet. 


Catholic Doctors Oppose 
Artificial Insemination 


Rome (RNS)—Strong action against 
artificial insemination was urged here 
at the fourth International Congress of 
Catholic Doctors, which denounced the 
practice of having test-tube babies as 
contrary to the natural rules of parent- 
hood. 

Professor Octabe Pasteau, of Paris, 
president of the International Medical 
Society of St. Luke, said, “It would be 
frightful if one day we will have donors 
of human seed as popular as donors 
of blood.’’ 

He added that unless the practice of 
artificial insemination was halted, there 
would also be in all countries “State 
services of seed donors as we have now 
services of blood donors.’’ 

From Dr. Jeremiah Foley, master 
general of the Irish Guild of St. Luke, 
Sts. Comas and Damian, came the warn- 
ing that artificial insemination would 
“prove a terrible weapon in the hands 
of totalitarian governments.” 

“It would let the State,” he said, 
“take in hand the breeding of sub- 
jects and the rearing of them without 
regard to divine law or human love.” 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Mississippi Synod 
Urged to Advance 


Mississippi is at the foot of the line 
in additions to the church. 

This the unpleasant fact pre- 
sented the synod at its recent meeting 
by Cecil A. Thompson, professor of 
evangelism and church extension in Co- 
lumbia Seminary. While much of the 


was 


church moves forward in evangelistic 
results, he said, this synod occupies 
last place. Additions were 1 to 40 


present members, whereas in the rest 
of the church they were 1 for every 33. 
He also declared that it is harder to 
get ministers to come to Mississippi than 
to any other the Assembly. 
“Presbyterians do not need training in 
techniques,” he much as a 
stirring of motives to do what we know 
ought to be done. Before we warm up 
we must be defrosted. Presbyterians 
have started out on visitation evan- 
gelism, but we have not stayed with it.” 
Dr. Thompson called for a revival of 
spirit, for able and adequate ministers, 
for laymen to get on with the job and 
for an increase in Sunday schools as a 
feeder for church membership. When 
the evangelism report was adopted, after 
this address, the synod stood in prayer- 
ful dedication to its task. 


synod in 


said, ‘‘so 


J. Ed Edens, 
elected moderator. 

President G. T. Gillespie, of Belhaven 
College, reported for the Assembly’s 
Committee on Cooperation and Union, 
stating that ‘‘Acquaintance with other 
branches of the Presbyterian family is 
a fertile idea. It has met with a de- 
gree of response. It. should be a mat- 
ter of prayer.’’ He urged open-minded- 
and unprejudiced consideration, 
and he asked for “prayer that Provi- 
dence will guide us in the solution of 
this problem.” 


Okolona elder, was 


ness 


Orphanage Limits Admissions 


Much of the synod’s time was taken 
up with consideration of a new charter 
for Palmer Orphanage with one-third 
ownership going respectively to the 
Synod of Mississippi, one-third to the 
Synod of Louisiana and one-third to the 
Columbus, Miss., church. The charter 
calls for the care of ‘‘destitute white 
children of reputable parents.” When a 
motion was offered to strike out “of 
reputable parents’’ it was defeated 46- 
34. 

A committee studying the orphanage 
reported that its facilities are sub- 
standard, and asked that the board not 
spend any money on new buildings or 
unnecessary repairs until a careful sur- 
vey has been made looking toward a 
complete plan for a new and modern 
plant. 

Chamberlain Hunt Academy, reported 
as ‘“‘a going and growing institution” of 
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the synod, was authorized to solicit 
$400,000 for an expansion program. 

The status of Franch Camp Academy 
was thoroughly discussed and synod au- 
thorized the borrowing of money for 
operating expenses for this scholastic 
year, while a committee studies the pos- 
sible future course which this school 
should take. 

Synod’s meeting was held in Memphis 
along with the three other controlling 
synods of Southwestern. 

JOHN C. McQUEEN JR. 

Meridian. 


Appalachia Reports 
High Benevolences 


Members of the Synod of Appalachia, 
at the recent meeting in Kingsport, 
Tenn., were told that their synod now 
stands first in per capita giving to be- 
nevolences in the whole church. 

The synod also heard of the improved 
status of King College. President 
Liston reported ‘‘a very excellent stu- 
dent body—second to none in the 
South.” Of the twenty winners in the 
last Assembly-wide scholarship contest, 
he said, two are King students. Of the 
300 high school students throughout 
the nation who are considered to be the 
best prospects for achievement in scien- 
tific studies and research, three are stu- 
dents at King. Several years ago the 
college was in debt. Now this burden 
is lifted and the endowment stands at 
$690,000. ; 

Clarence G. King, Bristol First church 
elder, the retiring moderator, spoke at 
the opening of the synod on “Vision 
and Purpose.’’ The address was so well 
received that Mr. King has been in- 
vited to deliver it from the pulpits of a 
number of churches. In it he urged all 
church officers to attend meetings of 
the General Assembly whether they are 
commissioners or not. Said he: “How 
I wish it were possible for every officer 
to attend these meetings. The inspira- 
tion received from this experience would 
promote vision and create in their hearts 
and minds a purpose that would carry 
our church activities to sublime heights. 
No one with an open mind could pos- 
sibly sit through these meetings with- 
out being impressed with the Presby- 
terian Program of Progress... .” 


McGukin Is Moderator 


E. B. McGukin (see sermon, page 5), 
First church, Knoxville, was named 
moderator to succeed Mr. King. 

The synod approved the Assembly’s 
Men’s Council project to add 50,000 
new subscribers to the church papers 
and looked with favor on its own quota 
of 3,500. 

Miss Katherine W. Carson, Knoxville 
president of Appalachia’s Women of 
the Church, reported to the synod that 
there are now 11,842 women enrolled 
in this work, an increase of 1,100 over 
last year, with gifts also increasing sig- 
nificantly. JULIAN LAKE. 

Bristol (en route to Winston-Salem, 

N. C.). 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
John H. Grey, Jr., formerly of Char- 
lottesville, Va., has begun his service as 
pastor of the Williamsburg, Va., church. 
Watt M. Cooper, North Wilkesboro, 
N. C., has accepted a call to the Steele 
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Creek church, Charlotte, N. C., effective 
in late October. 

Jan A. McMurry, formerly on the Pro- 
gram of Progress staff, from Gatesville, 
Texas, to First church, Georgetown, 
Texas, 901 Walnut St. 

Earl S. King, from APCM, Lulua- 
bourg, Belgian Congo, to 1208 Rennie 
Ave., Richmond 22, Va., on missionary 
furlough. 

M. H. Applewhite from Corpus Christi, 
Texas, to 220 Central, Del Rio, Texas. 

Cc. B. Yeargan, Sr., from Henderson- 
ville, N. C., to Route 1, Franklin, N. C. 

L. Ross Lynn from Montreat, N. C., 
to 2043 Forest Dr., E., Tallahassee, Fla. 

S. C. Farrior from Montreat to 416 
E. Main St., Sanford, N. C. 

J. Gray McAllister from Montreat to 
3402 Hawthorne Ave., Richmond 22, Va. 

S. L. McCullouch from Goodman, 
Miss., to 104 Mulberry St., Durant, Miss. 

Warren R. Hall, Jr., from Navasota, 
Texas, to Mexia, Texas. 

J. S. Garner from Plant City, Fla., to 
become associate pastor of the First 
church, Orlando, Fla., 107 E. Yale Ave. 

Tracy Fisher from Chattanooga, 
Tenn., to 440 Ewing Ave., Gadsden, Ala. 

Clyde C, Foushee’s address in Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., (Second church), is N. 
Church and College Sts. 


AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 


One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 6-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
day. 

For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8. Roller, Jr., Principal. 
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C. M. FrerKing, Waxahachie, Texas, 
is now pastor of the Wake Village 
church, Texarkana, Texas. 

Chas. A. Tucker, Covenant church, 
Dallas, Texas, has become pastor of the 
Bowie, Texas, church. 


CORRECTION 

H. N. Alexander's reported change 
from Galveston, Texas, to Brandon, 
Miss., was only a vacation change. Mr. 
Alexander has accepted a call to the 
Comanche, Texas, church effective Nov. 
%. 
RETIREMENT 

Clovis G. Chappell, First Methodist 
church, Charlotte, N. C., was retired 
at the September meeting of his con- 
ference. Of the 41 years of his min- 
istry, 32 were spent in downtown 
churches. Although Dr. Chappell will 
not reach the official retirement age for 
five years, he is leaving the pastorate 
in order to devote more time to writing 
and church-wide preaching assignments. 


CALVIN STUDIES 

Two Ph. D. degrees awarded at the 
last commencement at Yale went to 
Presbyterian, US, ministers for studies 
on John Calvin. John H. Leith, Auburn, 
Ala., had for his dissertation, ‘John 
Calvin’s Doctrine of the Christian Life” 
and W. McIlwaine Thompson, now of 
Hampden-Sydney, Va., had for his, ‘“The 
Problem of Political Authority in 
Calvin’s Theory and Practice in the 
Light of Modern Interpretations.’’ 


Alabama Has $157,714 
On Student Work Goal 


Alabama Synod, meeting with Louis- 
iana, Mississippi and Tennessee at Mem- 
phis for Southwestern’s recent cele- 
bration and inauguration, elected W. W. 
Glass, Decatur minister, as moderator 
succeeding John M. Ward, Montgomery 
layman. 

Committee reports took up most of 
the synod’s time, outside the joint 
meetings. A benevolence budget of 
$266,500 was adopted. Progress on the 
$250,000 goal for student work was 
shown to have reached $157,714. 

Next meeting of the synod will be in 
Anniston, September 18, 1950. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Isaiah Teaches Trust in God 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR OCTOBER 23 


Isaiah 12:2; 26:1-7; 30:1-2, 15-17. 


The world in which Isaiah lived was 
a troubled one. Two mighty powers, 
Assyria and Egypt were struggling for 
world domination. Judah, on the cross- 
roads between them, was placed in a 
cruel dilemma, uncertain whether it was 
best to cast in her lot with one or the 
other. Israel, the northern kingdom, 
finally rebelled against Assyria and her 
people were carried into a captivity 
from which they never returned. Judah, 
disregarding the warnings of Isaiah, 
formed an alliance with Egypt which 
almost brought her doom. Her lands 
were devastated by the Assyrian hordes, 
and Jerusalem, the capital, after a ter- 
rifie siege, escaped destruction only by 
the narrowest of margins. A plague 
destroyed the Assyrian host, and the 
remnant returned as_ speedily as 
possible to their own land. It was 
in such times as these that Isaiah 
spoke of trust in God, as the one ground 
of security for the individual and for 
the nation. 


I. For the Individual 


1. The Problem—The Conquest of 
Fear. Fear is one of the great scourges 
of mankind. Basil King, in his book, 
The Conquest of Fear, testifies to the 
wide extent of this malady: 


“Everyone 1s living or working in 
fear. The mother is afraid for her chil- 
dren. The father is afraid for his busi- 
ness. The clerk is afraid for his job. 
The worker is afraid of his boss or 
his competitor. There is hardly a man 
who is not afraid that some other man 
will do him a bad turn. There is hardly 
a woman who is not afraid that things 
she craves may be denied her, or that 
what she loves may be snatched away 
: .I am ready to guess that all the 
miseries wrought by sin and sickness 
put together would not equal those we 
bring on ourselves by the means which 
perhaps we do least to counteract., We 
are not sick all the time; we are not 
sinning all the time; but all the time 
all of us—or practically all of us—are 
afraid of someone or something.’’ 





There is a normal fear, of course, 
which serves a useful, indeed a neces- 
sary function in our lives. Such fears, 
if they are kept within bounds, protect 
us from danger. <A child who is not 
afraid of a speeding automobile, for ex- 
ample, will probably not survive until 
maturity. Fear of the right sort makes 
the driver of an automobile more heed- 
ful to avoid pedestrians. It makes the 
pilot of an airliner more alert for the 
safety of his passengers. It makes the 
druggist more careful as he dispenses 
a prescription. It gives greater cau- 
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tion to the surgeon each time he picks 
up a scapel in the operating room. 

But the fears from which most of 
us suffer are fears which come from 
within, due to our inner frustations or 
uncertainties, and these fears do not 
lead to greater efficiency, but rather to 
inefficiency; they destroy our peace of 
mind, and sometimes our physical 
health as well. It may be the fear of 
an illness that has no physical justifica- 
tion, a tear of the past, a fear of the 
future, a tear of people, a fear of ex- 
posure, a fear of punishment, a fear 
of loneliness, a fear of failure, a fear 
of death, an abnormal fear of God, or 
% score of other things. 

2. The Remedy. What is the remedy 
for a wasting fear of this latter type? 
“The trouble with many people,’ says 
John Sutherland Bonnell in his book 
Pastoral Psychiatry, “is that they try to 
forget their fears. They push them 
down into the subconscious mind, where 
they forthwith begin to produce all man- 
ner of nervous disorders. I am not an 
alarmist when I[ say that to follow 
persistently that foolish method is to 
set your feet on the road that leads to 
mental breakdown.” 

A better way to handle our fears is 
to face them frankly and to overcome 
them through trust in God. Isaiah 
points the way: 

(1) “IL will trust and will not be 
afraid.”” In the Gospels we read of a 
sudden storm that broke upon the Sea 
of Galilee. The disciples were terri- 
fied and went to the Master, crying, 
“Carest thou not that we perish?” 
Jesus stilled the tempest and then 
turned to his disciples with the ques- 
tion, ‘“‘Why are ye fearful? Have ye 
not yet faith?’ Jesus did not mean 
that they were to be unafraid because 
no harm could befall them, but that 
they must learn to trust God in the 
storms of life as well as in the calms, 
in times of shipwreck as well as times 
of safety, in life but also in death. In 
joy or in sorrow, in sickness or in 
health, in prosperity or in adversity this 
is still our Father’s world. We do not 
know what the future holds for us, or 
for our loved ones. We only know that 
we cannot drift beyond his love and 
eare.,. 

“No one who truly believes in God 
und has drawn upon the resources of 
confidence and peace that comes from 
fellowship with him will ever be 
mastered by fear,” say Bonnell. Paul 
“does not suggest that Christian faith 
is a sort of safety first, or that it enables 


us to escape from life’s difficulties. In- 
deed, he enumerates the trials that 
await us: ‘tribulation,’ ‘distress,’ ‘perse- 
cution,’ ‘famine’ ‘nakedness,’ ‘peril,’ 
‘sword.’ But he adds, ‘In all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” We are 
‘super-conquerors’ not because we have 
found a way of dodging life’s tragedies, 
but because we have obtained the secret 
of triumphing over them.” 

John MacMurray in his book, Free- 
dom in the Modern World, puts it in 
this way: 


“To the man who is afraid of poverty, 
it (the religion of Christ) does not 
say, ‘God will save you from losing your 
money’. It says, ‘suppose you do lose 
your money, what is there to be afraid 
of in that?’ If it is the fear of suffer- 
ing and death that haunts you, real 
religion says, ‘Yes, of course you will 
suffer and of course you will die, but 
there is nothing to be afraid of in that.’ 
It does not say, as all false religion and 
false idealism does in effect, ‘Shut your 
eyes to things you are afraid of; pre- 
tend that everything is for the best 
in the best of all possible worlds; and 
there are ways and means of getting 
the divine powers on your side, so that 
you will be protected from the things 
you are afraid of. They may happen 
to other people, but God will see to 
it that they don’t happen to you.’ On 
the contrary, true religion says, ‘Look 
the facts you are afraid of in the face; 
see them in all their brutality and ugli- 
ness; and you will find, not that they 
are unreal, but that they are not to be 
feared.’ ” 


Says Bonnell again: 


‘‘All of the anxieties that are wreck- 
ing the happiness of men and women in 
modern life—fear of unpopularity, fear 
of being a failure, fear of people, fear 
of unemployment, fear of poverty, fear 
of lonliness, fear of the dark, fear of 
illness, fear of death, are projected 
fears of ourselves. Our greatest prob- 
lem is self-mastery. When we have 
conquered ourselves, we are masters of 
all the ills that threaten us. Then, 
even though we may make mistakes and 
suffer misfortunes, we will not be utterly 
cast down. Confidence and courage are 
given us by the knowledge that in the 
end we shall conquer.” 


But how shall we gain this self- 
mastery? Isaiah sets us on the way: 

(2) “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee.” 
Gladstone, the great English liberal 
prime minister, hung these words in his 
bedroom, where they would be illumi- 
nated by the first rays of the morning 
sun. He suffered from severe political 
attacks, from unjust accusations, and 
worked like a Titan, but found peace 
through it all because his mind was 
stayed on Christ. 

“Every man’s life is stayed some- 
where,” says F. J. Gilliam. “It 
fixed more or less steadily upon some 
central point of attraction. One man’s 
life is stayed on business; another’s 
on pleasures, another’s on fame, anoth- 
er’s on the daily cares and anxieties 
which are our common lot. He alone 
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attains perfect serenity of spirit, perfect 
calmness and equipoise in daily life, 
whose mind is stayed God, the 
source of all wisdom, love and power, 
in whom alone true joys are found.” 


upon 


When our minds are stayed on God 
we begin to see things in their ~roper 
perspective, we gain a true set of values, 
an inward peace which the world cannot 
give and which the world cannot take 
away. 


Dr. Bonnell tells of one of his parish- 
ioners, a university graduate, and head 
of one of our nation’s greatest com- 
mercial organizations, who said to him, 
as he was slowly recovering from a 
serious operation which had carried 
him down to the very gates of death: 
“Since 1 came to this hospital I have 
made a discovery that I shall not for- 
get as long as [ live. It is this: when 
a man comes up against the real issues 
of life and death he needs something 
more than a philosophy of life—he 
needs a faith.” 


Dr. Bonnell adds, speaking out of a 
very wide experience: 


“T seriously doubt whether anything 
short of faith in God will enable us 
to ‘face the future unafraid.’ Faith 
in God gives meaning to both life and 
death. . . (It) strengthens our morale 
and enables us to see, to value highly, 
and to use our own inner resources in 
conjunction with the power of God. 
God remains unshakable, while for the 
most part all is flux in man; but he 
who is able to hold fast to faith in God 
retains his own confidence in himself 
and, despite the evidence that would 
seem to mock his hopes, he believes 
that the power of God does and will 
prevail. This confidence counteracts 
any fear, be it appropriate or inappro- 
priate to reality, and gives to one an 
abiding serenity and peace.” 


II. On the Part of the Nation 


1. The Problem: National Security. 
The most important problem faced by 
Judah’s political leaders was the prob- 
lem of national security. There were 
various possibilities: (1) to become a 
satellite of Assyria, in somewhat the 
same way as Poland is a satellite of 
Russia; (2) to seek an alliance with 
Egypt, hoping that with Egypt’s aid the 
Assyrian armies could be kept at bay; 
(3) to remain neutral and run the risk 
of being ground between the upper and 


the nether grind stones; (4) to 
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strengthen the nation’s military de- 
fenses; (5) to strengthen the _ scial 
fabric of the nation by securing justice 
for all elements of the population; and 
(6) to do nothing and trust that God 
would protect them. 

2. The Solution. The rulers of the 
nation sought the nation’s security in 
the second and fourth of the ways 
mentioned above. They sought a hasty 
alliance with Egypt and began fever- 
ishly to build up their military forces. 

Isaiah opposed the military alliance 
with Egypt. He saw correctly, as 
events proved, that Egypt was a broken 
reed on whom no reliance could be 
placed. He was keenly aware that 
Judah could not possibly defend her- 
self against Assyria by military might. 
He urged the nation’s leader to pre- 
serve Judah’s neutrality in the coming 
struggle for domination, to strengthen 
her inner defenses, and to put her trust 
in God. 

In the 30th chapter he emphasizes the 
futility of placing any reliance in Egypt. 
The alliance, he argues in vss. 1-2, is 
not in accordance with the divine will. 
Their best hope, he argues in vs. 15, 
is to turn or return from their self- 
chosen way and to rest quietly in the 
course which he has set forth. The na- 
tion’s leaders thought that their best 
defense was to build up a strong force 
of cavalry (the horse was the swiftest 
means of locomotion known in that day) 
with which they could move swiftly 
against the enemy; Isaiah predicts that 
they would move away from the enemy 
16); that the rout would be dis- 
graceful, one or, at the most, five put- 
ting a thousand to flight; that their folly 
and national smashup would serve as a 
clear warning to other nations, like a 
beacon upon the top of the mountains. 


(vs, 


In chapter 26 he argues that the na- 
tion’s security is found in the proper 
To make his 
point he pictures the ideal city of the 
future. ‘‘We have a strong city,’’ men 
will say, but its security, or salvation, 
will depend not upon the walls and bul- 
warks, on which cities of Isaiah’s day 
relied, but on the rule of righteousness 
in its midst, on the fact that they keep 
faith with God and man (vs. 1-2). A 
nation which trusts in God 3-4) 
will be a nation which walks in God’s 
On the other hand the city that 
trusts in its military defenses and does 
not care for the poor and the needy in 
its midst will in the end be brought 
low, and the weak and poor, whom it 
despised, will trample its pride and pre- 
tensions under their feet (5-7). 

Events proved that Judah would have 
done well to have followed Isaiah’s ad- 
vice. What advice would he give us 
today? 


administration of justice. 


(vss. 


way. 


Would he say that alliance with na- 
tions of the western Europe is mistaken 
and that it is futile to spend so much 
money on our military establishments? 
Most of us do not think so. The United 
States is in a different position from 


Judah. 


Her little army could not hope 
to stand against Assyria, and to ally 
herself with Egypt was only to invite 
attack. In our case the Atlantic Pact, 
a strong army, navy and air force may 
deter Russia from aggression. 

But on the other hand if our trust 
is placed solely or even chiefly in such 
thiugs we are making a great mistake, 
Russia’s greatest strength is found in 
the fact that so many people in so many 
lands think that Communism offers 
them greater hopes for social justice 
than democracy. Democracy will not 
be secure in any land until men gen- 
erally have come to see that this is not 
the case. A nation’s chief line of de- 
fense must still be where Isaiah put 
it—in its concern for justice and broth- 
erhood, in that trust in God which leads 
a nation to walk in his paths. 

That was the point stressed by 
Senator Dulles in the recent address 
which we quoted in part last week. 
This great statesman declared: 


“The hope of America and the hope 
of the world does not lie in our econo- 
mic and military might. We have a 
duty to be materially strong and to 
share that strength with others who 
are in peril. But that is only a de- 
fensive, holding operation. The role of 
material power, as Admiral Mahan said, 
is to give moral ideas the opportunity 
to take root. Our basic strength is our 
capacity to propagate these moral ideals 
which must prevail if there is to be 
peace and justice in the world. . .” 


The General Synod of the Church of 
England in Canada recently adopted the 
following resolution: ‘Realizing that 
injustice and abuses are the seedplot of 
Marxian Communism and that totalitar- 
ianism follows in the train of Commun- 
ism and also of attempts to defeat Com- 
munism by totalitarian methods, the 
Synod urges our people and govern- 
ment steadily to pursue the Christian 
ideals of humanity and _ brotherhood. 
The resolution called for efforts ‘‘to 
secure for all people within our coun- 
try an increasing degree of welfare and 
justice through equalization of oppor- 
tunity and through fair dealing, even at 
sacrificial cost.’ It also urged coopera- 
tion in “all international efforts to ex- 
tend such advantages to all people, thus 
resisting the enroachments of Commun- 
ism within our society and the world.” 
Although acknowledging that Com- 
munism cannot be overcome by war, the 
resolution nevertheless declared that 
“economic, political and military organ- 
ization as well is necessary to present 
a defensive front against it.” The 
Synod urged, therefore, that the peo- 
ple support the government in imple- 
menting the Atlantic Pact. 

This is the kind of message that 
Isaiah might have approved for our pres- 
ent day. How far do you agree? 
(Note: A discussion of this in our 
letters columns would be very interest- 
ing. Will you write the editors your 
opinion of this question in less than 300 
words?) 
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OUR VANISHING CIVIL LIBERTIES. 
By O. John Rogge (Foreword by 
Thomas I. Emerson, Professor of Law, 
Yale University). Gaer Associates, Inc., 
New York. 1949. 287 pages. $3.00. 

This is an explosive and controversial 
book which should be read widely, but 
with discrimination. Rogge, as he him- 
self tells us, was fired from the De- 
partment of Justice. As to the merits 
of that case the reviewer is not com- 
petent to pass judgment; but the book 
is clearly the message of a man who 
has principles and who has fought and 
suffered for them. 

There are a good many things about 
the book which I do not like. It is 
frankly partisan. The point of view is 
extreme, as witness the word ‘“vanish- 
ing” in the title, and the language at 
times is intemperate. His statement of 
the case in the current trial of the twelve 
alleged Communist leaders is one-sided. 
More important, while the author seems 
to be sincerely opposed to Communism, 
his statement of the reasons for that 
opposition is not at all satisfying to one 
who would like to think that his own 
opposition to Communism is intelligent 
as well as intense. 

None of these criticisms is valid, how- 
ever, against his main contentions about 
the danger to our civil liberties from 
the extra-legal and even illegal actions 
of congressional committees that seek 
the limelight and of loyalty boards that 
move in the dark. He cites by name, 
date and place cases which seem to 
indicate clear invasions of the funda- 
mental principles of the Constitution, 
and these not by bands of hovuded ruf- 
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fians but by subsidiary committees of 
our courts and legislative bodies. Among 
such charges are the abusive treatment 
of witnesses that are not as un-Ameri- 
can as the committees which examine 
them, the summoning of government 
employees before loyalty boards to an- 
swer anonymous accusations without 
being conceded their right to face their 
accusers, and the dismissal of men from 
positions that have some connection 
with the defense program on charges, 
avowed or implied, that, whether sub- 
stantiated or not, are personal matters 
and not within the scope of the law. 
He maintains that men are being 
punished not for improper actions but 
simply for opinions that may seem 
liberal; curiously enough, for example, 
for the espousal of ideas around which 
the President has built some of his 
“must” legislation. That there is no 
small measure of truth in these charges 
any wide-awake reader of the news- 
papers well knows. If they need any- 
where to be modified, they should be 
answered by evidence and not with 
abuse. 

The foe against whom the author is 
fighting is the Fascist spirit that is crop- 
ping up in so many places in our public 
life. Whatever may be the danger to 
America from the outside, and the dan- 
ger from Communism is real, the dan- 
ger to our national values from the 
Fascist spirit on the inside, in Wash- 
ington and across the land, is many 
times greater. Such things we must 
face. It may be much simpler for the 
man who is not at present suffering from 
them to let them slide; but in so doing 
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he may be letting his own liberties 
slide, and may even be helping to make 
possible the worldwide totalitarianism 
of which we are so frightened. 
J. J. MURRAY. 
Lexington, Va. 


THE MODERN MESSAGE OF THE 
PSALMS. By Russell A. Peterson. 
Meador Publishing Co., Boston. 165 
pages. $2.50 

Those who are familiar with the 
volume “The New Testament in Basic 
English,’ edited by S. H. Hooke, will 
know what to expect in this version of 
the Psalms. There are translations of 
rare discernment and others that miss 
the mark. If read with care and 
thoughtfulness new insight will be given 
on many of the Psalms. 

NEILL R. McGEACHY. 

Statesville, N. C. 
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‘Writing as a Protestant, the reviewer 
feels that one should be profoundly 
thankful that in this little volume of 
141 pages, the author has stated clearly 
and with no suggestion of compromise 
the official position of the Catholic 
Church on mixed marriages. 


“This book should be in the hands of 
every Protestant minister so that he 
may have a perfect understanding of a 
problem on which he is sure to be con- 
sulted. The value of this study is en- 
hanced by the clarity of the author’s 
style. Read it, and whether you believe 
or not, you will know what Catholic 
teaching really is.”,—Dr. H. S. Ficke, 
University of Dubuque. $2. 
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